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The Gazette will enter its ninety-
sixth year to-morrow,but,as chipper as a

youngster, it will bid its numerous read¬

ers, at home and abroad, a Happy New
Y'ear. Ninety-six is a pretty good old

age, but, like its State, the Gazette
"never tires." In its time,not only news
papers but generations, and even na¬

tions have been born and died, but, like
the brook, it goes on, and, what's more,

keeps up with the procession.
"Whole ages have lied, and their works de¬

cayed,
And nations scattered been,

But the stout old (Gazettk) shall never fade
From its hale and hearty green."
From its birth, its chief object has

been to "show the very age and body of

the times," and it will continue to do

so, and to
"Eye nature's walks, shoot folly as it flies,
And catch the manners living as they rise."

The old year will bid us an eternal
good-bye to-night; the new, will bid us

good morning to-morrow. Let the dead
bury the dead. The King is dead;
long live the King! Regrets are real¬
ly no vainer than hopes, but as they
make those who have to listen to them,
as well as those who express them,
miserable, they should give place to

ho;-u«,which cheer the possessor as well
as his friends, for,"laughand the world
laughs with you; cry, and you cry
alone." Therefore, let the bad of the
old year be forgotten, and let the good
of the new one be at least expected,
even though it may not come. The
old year taught lessons which the wise
will profit by in the new, and while de-
spoudency never helped any body,
cheerfulness has benefited untold mil¬
lions. The writer of this paragraph
first learned the true philosophy of life
on a sleety morning during the war,
when he heard bis negro servant, wbo
was moving about outside his tent,
trying to kindle a fire with wet wood,
lustily singing:

"Let the world wag as it will,
I'll bo gay and happy still."

The Christmas holidays being prac¬
tically over in this State, for New Year's
day never was generally observed here,
and is less so now than ever, the lavish
expenses prescriptively incident to the
festive season should cea3e,and economy
be the order of the day, so that there
may be somethiug to spend next Christ¬
mas. If, as is said, an American throws
away what would support a foreigner, a
Virginian wastes what a man from some
Ofthe other States could live upon. Thi3
could be well-afforded in the good old
Virginia times, but, unfortunately, it is
not so now, and that a wilful waste
makes a woeful want is as true here
now as it is any where else. Hospital¬
ity is a most commendable quality, but
a wise man doesn't straiten himself to

display it, for he is familiar with human
nature, and therefore, Byron's linep,
which he read when a boy, are indelibly
impressed upon his memory:
".*'.'.. though to hall and bower

IIo gatherod rovolors from far and near,
Ho knew these flatterers of tho festal hour,
Tho heartless parasites of present cheer."

Mb. Debs after, inflicting untold loss5
distress and suffering upon the people
of the countrj', now calls unon th<y~
for contributions ^esdiy^"^Lodg. .«»rj ror tryj^nnii- enable him to pav
"laU'JÄ^^ngto prevent the exe¬

cution of the mild sentence of the court
before which he was tried for conspira¬
cy, and for advising bis poor, ignorant
followers to use the "round end of

coupling pins," and to "save their
money and buy guns." No matter
how deficient in other qualities Mr.
Debs may be, that he is not lacking in

gall is plain to be seen.

The famous Lexow committee, the
committee of tho New York legisla¬
ture that was appointed, nominally, to

investigate tho crookedness of the mu¬
nicipal government of New York city,
bat, really, to help the republican, and
injure the democratic party, has closed
its sessions. It need not be forgotten
that of the men it convicted, Dearly all
are republicans, and tbat the police
board, by whom they were appoioted,
is composed of an equal number of re¬

publicans and democrats.

VIRGINIA NEWS.
The new Virginia Court of Appeals

will meet in Richmond on Wednesday.
Augustus C. Paul, postmaster at the

Natioual Soldiers' Home, was arrested
on Saturday by postoffice inspectors for
embezzling money order funds.
Monumental Episcopal Church, Rich¬

mond, celebrated its eightieth annivers¬
ary yesterday. Rev. Dr. Moses D.
Höge, of the PresbyteriaD Church, de¬
livered an interesting historical address.
To-day is the last day upon which

Old Virginia securities caD be fuoded
into centuries. On Saturday there
were deposited for funding with the
second auditor $182,000 of old tax re¬

ceivable coupon bonds, and about $200,-
000 of tax receivable coupons. Tbis
leaves outstanding only about #500,000
.of bonds and $550,000 of coupons. It is
thought tbat about half the outstanding
.coupons have been lost or destroyed.
Jay Dimiok, a promioeut farmer of

HouDsfieldj £ miles from Water-town,
N. Y., was burned to death in his barn
iast evening and with him several head
of -cattie. Ho was engaged jn extin¬
guishing the fire at the time.

FROM WASHINGTON.
[Correspondence of the Al«randri>> Gazette.]

Washington, Dec. 31.
Judge McCoinas to day overruled the

demurrers tiled by the attorneys of
('aptaiu Howgate to the three iudic'-
ments returned by the grand jury.
Captain Howgate was then arraigned
and pleaded not guilty, but appended
a further plea that the indictments were
not found within three years after the
alleged ollenses therein charged were
committed. The question as to whether
the indictments were barred by the
statute of limitations was thereupon
largued.Congressman Springer says a caucus
of the democratic members of the
House will be held on Saturday. Con¬
gressman Culberson says it will be held
on Thursday, to determine what shall
be done with the proposed new bank¬
ing bill. One of the democratic man¬

agers of the House told the Gazettb's
correspondent this morning that no¬

body expected the Senate would pass
the bill, but that if the provision in it
for uutaxing State banks be retained,
he thounht it would pass the House.
The President to-day approved the

act for the relief of Mrs. Dollie E. Ved-
der of Fairfax county, Virginia, uidow
of the late Captain Simon C. Yedder,
U. S. A.
The auction sale of the property of

Richmond and Danville Railrood at
the south end of the Long Bridge, ad¬
vertised in the Gazette, took place on

the premises to-day, and was conduct¬
ed by Ryan, of the law department of
the "Southern Railway Company, of
which the Richmond and Danville is
a part. As there wa3 no other bidder
for the property but the Southern Com¬
pany, it was knocked down to that com¬

pany for a nominal sum. Indeed the
sale was bat a liansferfrom the lesser
to the greater part, of the same system.

Boyle, the jockey who was hurt at
the Jackson City race track last Satur¬
day, is lying at the Emergency Hos¬
pital here in a critical condition. The
horse that was hurt at tho same time
has had his skull trephined and the
broken bone raised. Few reasonble men
object to racing in winter, provided the
weather be good, but racing on ice is
so dangerous as to be criminal, and
should be prohibited.
The Marine baud will not supply the

music for the grand ball to be given
by Mrs. Senator Briee. It did last year,
but its members theu were not invited
from labor to refreshment, and as upon
inquiry it was learned that they were
uot to be entertained, as well as paid a

high price for their service this year
also, the arrangements for engaging the
baud were broken off summarily.
Among the women cierks in tlio Census

Bureau discharged last Saturday were .several
from Virgiuia.
As to-morrow will be observed here as a

general holiday, all the departments wore

closed at noon to-lay. so as to give the em¬
ployees ha'f a day extra, in order to get ready
for it!

NEWS OF THE DAY.
Slight earthquake shocks were feit

Saturday in the province of Reggio di
Calabria, Italy. The inhabitants are in
a panicky condition.
By the wreck of the British bark Os-

seo at Holyhead, early yesterday morn¬
ing, during a terrific gale, 2G men, her
entire crew, were lost.

Severe weather has prevailed
throughout Great Britain since Satur¬
day" last and there have been ship¬
wrecks and great loss of life.
A dispatch from Pekin says that Liu-

Kun-yi, viceroy to Liang-Kiang, has
been appointed to the chief command
of all the Chinese forco?, ousting Li
Hung Chang.
The famous Delavan House at Al¬

bany, N. Y., was destroyed by fire
last night. Mrs. H. A. Fookes was

fa'ully injured by jumping from a

balcony, and several other persous
were hurt.
The executive committee of Tam-

Diany Hall bad a meeting in New York
ou Saturday, and resolved to defer re¬

organization until after tho redistrict-
ingofthe city. Neither Mr. Croker
nor Mr. Cockran was present.
Reports from the orange districts of

Florida indicate that nearly two mil¬
lions of the estimated five million un¬

picked oranges were frozen on the
trees and 300,000 boxes frozen ijj^h^,
boxes while awaiting shiV n ..Le
vegetables ir. axNG STo^puient. Early
Sta>" .

.
~ ine northern part of the

vo were ruined.
The Norwegian steamship Yumuri,

at New Orleais, from Santa Maria, re¬

ports that fearful rains have falleu on

the coast of Colombia. The village of
Gaira, live miles south of Santa Maria,
was washed away by heavy floods, and
about fifty persons were drowned. In
Santa Maria between forty and fifty
houses were destroyed by the flood.
The Catholic church authorities are

considering the best meaus of enforcing
the anti-secret society decree. Mon-
signor Satolli has transmitted the de¬
cision to the heads of all dioceses
throughout the country, and it remains
for them to convey it to parish priests,
and for the latter to give it practical
application and execution, each haviDg
considerable latitude as to how he
shall act.
There were one hundred and twen¬

ty-five dismissals from the Census Of¬
fice in Washington Saturday evening,
among the number several Virginians.
Unless Congress determines to estab¬
lish a permanent census bureau the bal-
ance of the force will be dismissed at
the conclusion of the work, as it is un-
derstood that the President has refused
to extend to the clerks employed the
protection of the classified service.

Rax Naked Through the Sxow..The
house of William Thompson, a farmer living
twenty live miles north of Regina, N. W. T,
took fire early Friday morning, while the
family were asleep. Thompson awoke and
jumped for the door, but before his wife
could reach the door, with one the children,
she fell down, suffocated by tho heat and
smoke, with her night dress on fire. Thomp¬
son dragged her out and toro off her burning
night dress and rushed back into the build¬
ing for his two children. Tho youngest was

burued to death, and the eldest is in a

very dangerous condition. Tho mother
is badly burned about the body. Thompson,
who was perfectly nude, with the thermome¬
ter registering nearly forty degrees below
zero, hastily put the sufferers in tho hen
house and started to run over to a neighbor'?,
oneand a quarter miles away, without a stitch
of clothing on. After running some distance
his feet 6t*rted to freeze. He returned, but
alt he could find to cloth himself with was an

ap'on and two pieces cf women's garments,
which ho tied around his feet and head.
Starting out again he struggled forward to
within one hundred yards of the house, when
h- foil down and was found by the neighbors
frown to death.

DIED.
Suddenlv. at nine o'clock this morning,

Mrs. ELIZABETH B. CORSE, wife ofGeneral
Mon joinery D. Corse. Funeial notice later.
No flowers. [New York papers please copy.]

ALEXANDRIA IN 1894.
Another year of Alexandria's history

J has rolled around and agaiu is the Ga-
zettk called upon to give another
twelve month's resume of the city's
business to its many readers who for so
long a time have learned to consult its
columns for everything in which they
are interested.

rJh) year 1S94, in a business
sense, will be remembered through¬
out the country as a, duli one,
generally speaking, and it i3 stat¬
ed that, the country over, more
men were cui of employment than ever
be fore. Of course, when a whole coun¬
try suffers from depression each city
thereof must expect to feel the effects,
hut, as everything i3 by comparison,
Alexandrians may feel thankful that
ibis sturdy old cily .stood the depres¬
sion manfully, and was as little hurt by
the hard times as any place in the
country. And why not? Alexandrians
are courageous, help eacb other and
respond as promptly and as liberally to
a call for assistance as any other peo¬
ple on the green earth. May God con¬
tinue to bless and prosper old Belle
Haven.
The growth of Alexandria keeps

steadily on and the limits of the city
arebein^ rapidly extended. Then too,
uumeroussmall towns are growing up
immediately surrounding the city and
these add to the business and prosperi¬
ty of the community of which they
really f nn a part. These places are
New Alexandria, North West Alexan¬
dria, Dei R-iy, the .Sr. Asaph Driving
Park and St. Elmo, which are now con¬
nected with the city by the electric
railway and all make Alexandria their
supply market. West Eud, which, too,
is a suburb of Alexandria, is also rapid-
growing, more houses having been
erected there during the past two
years than in any ten years previous
in its history. It is believed by many
that in a short time some, at least, of
these places will become incorporated
in Alexaudrio, whoso size aud popula¬
tion would thus be largely augmented.
The copulation of Alexandria is

steadily increasing and each year more

people who do business iu Washington
make this city their place of residence,
where the cost of living is so much less.
When it comes better known in Wash¬
ington that one can have here a com¬
fortable home, with ample breathing
space and lots of room, for a few hun¬
dred dollars as against the thousands
of dollars in that city, and this, too.
with the quickest and best passenger
facilities, there will be great activity in
properties in and near this city. The
advantages of this city as a place of res¬
ilience have before been set forth in sim¬
ilar articles. Among them are good
schools, low rents, pure water, healthy
location, an excellent market, etc.,
with rapid and comfortable communi
cation with Washington and all other
points.
Auain have the reporters of the Ga¬

zette obtained frjm Alexandria's busi
ness men their views as to the trade of
the city during the pasc twelve months
as compared with that of ihe previous
year. From conversations with many
merchants in various branches of trade it
is learned that in many of these branch¬
es more business was done in this city
during 1891 than in any previous year,
or. to use the language of a prominent
merchant, more merchandise was ship¬
ped to and from Alexandria this year
than during any year of the city's his¬
tory. It is true that values have been
lower and margins smaller, but the
bulk of business has increased so that
there has been no falling off in the
amount of capital invested, but rather
au increase. The merchants of Alex¬
andria, as a rule, do busi¬
ness quietly and without osten¬
tation, so until tho GAZETTE gives its
annual review of the city's trade, even

comparatively few of the citizens
know what an extensive business is
conducted in their midst.
There are a number of very large

and handsome business establishments
here, all of which have very extensive
trade, their territory extending for
miles and miles around, aud their es¬
tablishments would reflect credit on
cities of treble the size of Alexandria.
Just here it, may be stated that several
linns have been instrumental in ex¬

tending the trade of Alexandria .

bringing the city into more r»*oe»
importance, and if oft-. £ ommercial

,VTZSVKR would show
»vwvT-s^me spirit of enterprise, Alexan¬
dria would soon take rank with cities
of much greater pretensions.
The banks have donoa good business

aud have earned the usual dividends.
Although operating ou a moderate cap¬
ital the Alexandria banks are known
for their stability, and hold a high po¬
sition in business circles throughout
this section. They have always pur¬
sued a conservative and liberal course
toward their customers- and the com¬

munity, and in various ways have as¬
sisted the business prosperity of the
city.
The groce ry and provision trade has

far exceeded that of any previous year
as to bulk, though prices have been
lower and margins smaller. It is diffi¬
cult to ascertain the amount in money
of this trade for the year, but it is esti¬
mated at nearly $4,000,000. It is gen¬
erally admitted now that there is no
better grocery and provision market in
this country than Alexandria. The
wholesale merchants make big pur¬
chases, buy o3 cheaply as any others,
and carry large stocks, while the com¬

paratively low rents here and the ex
cellent facilities for handling and ship¬
ping goods enable them to sell at such
small profits as to attract trade from all
directions. The retail grocery trade
has increased and the merchants carry
a much larger aud more varied stock
of fine groceries than ever before.
The wholesale drug business, with

its branches in oils, paints, &c., has
kept pace with the city's commercial
growth, and now Alexandria is the base
of supplies for this trade for all this
section of country. Enterprising meD

are at the head of this business, and are

pushing it daily. The retail druggists
have done a fair business during the
year, and the number of stores in the
city has increased.
The cracker, cake, bread and candy

manufacturers report an increased anc"
increasing business. There are exten¬
sive establishments for making these
articles in this city, and they are fitted
with the most modern improvements
and conveniences.
The glass, china and crockery trade

has increase and the sales extend over
a large territory. The establishments
conducting tbis business carry large
and varied stocks and some of the
stores are very handsome.
The amount of lumber sold by the

several firms in the business in this city-
during the year is estimated at 17,000,-;
O/X) feet.about 2,000,000 feet more than
last year. This lumber was used not
only in the construction of buildings in
this city but in the country for mile9
around, purchasers being attracted to
this market. The mills attached to the

lumber yards, too, have been busy and
have kept fully as many hands employ-
ed as last year.
The grain and flour trade does not

improve in proportion to some other
branches, but this is easily accounted
for. In the past few years country mills
have been built in many counties in
this section of the Slate and these from
the grain grown thereabout snpply
their respective neighborhoods with
flour and keep t'ant trade at home.
Of course during a period when de¬

pression is widespread the real estate
business is atnoug the first to feel the
effects. During "hard times" but few
people can afford to buy houses or

ground and few want to sell at a time
when prices must necessarily be low.
Nevertheless the real estate dealers in
this city have done a moderate business
and feel encouraged at the prospects
for the future. Prices have held firm
8nd tbe general belief is that real estate
in Alexandria and vicinity will steadily
increase in value with each succeeding
year.
The Port,ner Brewing Company re¬

ports no falling off in their business,
and the public know that there ha*
been no falling off in the quality of
the . beer made there. The brewery is
a model establishment and is so recog¬
nized by the leading brewers of the
country. Notwithstanding this, the
plant is being constantly enlarged and
its capacity increased, until now it
amounts to nearly 200,000 barrels a

year. The latest improvements and
contrivances for brewing are to be
seen at the brewery and every member
of the company is an active business
man. The business of this brewery is
an important factor in the trade of the
city.
The several fertilizer manufacturers

have not only increased their output
but are constantly increasing the size
of their plants and putting in new ma¬

chinery and improvements to keep up
with the times. Tbe excellence and
purity of the Alexandria fertilizers
have before been mentioned and the
high standard they have leached is be¬
ing maintained by tho manufacturers.
Tho tannery has done a good busi¬

ness during the year and has kept a

large number of hands employed. The
Alexandria-made leather meets with a

ready sale in tho largest markets of the
country'and its reputation for superior¬
ity has long been established.
The soapstone works, a comparative¬

ly new industry, have done well and
the various articles made there are

shipped to all parts of the country.
The foundries have done fairly well

though in some of them a smaller force
of men has been employed.
The business at the ship yard shows

an increase over that of last year; a

larger number of vessels having been
repaired there than for some years
past.
The hard times which the farmers

have experienced have not affected the
trade in agricultural implements, seeds,
&c., as much as might have been ex¬

pected, and the merchants engaged in
this trade report a fair amount of busi
nes3 for the year.
The fruit trade of the city has in¬

creased wonderfully during the past
two or three years and it is safe to say
that more fruit is sold in Alexandria in
a week now than was sold in twelve
months a few years since. Here cau be
found not only domestic, but fruit of
every clime sold at prices within the
reach of all.
The confectionery trade has also in¬

creased and the stores are now carrying
much larger and more varied stocks
than formerly.
The cigar trade has increased and the

Alexandria-made cigars continue to
hold a high place in the public favor.
The ice trade increases yearly and

the shipments of ice to and from this
city have consequently increased. The
ice factory last year did a good busi¬
ness.
The dry goods and notion trade has

increased and the merchants engaged
in this business have shown commend¬
able enterprise during the year. They
have carried larger and more varied
stocks, and this has not only kept many
people from going from the city to
make purchases, but has also attracted
a larger couutry trade. .x.-

,
(~aüe in sugars, syrups,

and molasses, which a few years since
was considered phenomenal, continues
to increase, and the low figures at
which these articles are sold here
briug many purchasers from a dis¬
tance to this city. This is also true of
the oil trade, which a few years since
was insignificant, but which is now one
of the city's important branches of bus¬
iness.
The sales of coal continue to in¬

crease and many dealers from a dis¬
tance get their supplies from the Alex¬
andria merchants. A large business
in salt and plaster is also done here.
The furniture dealers have done a

fair business during the year and carry
large and handsome stocks.
The commissioner merchants report

that there has been no actual falling
off in that business, though the method
of conducting this business has greatly
changed.
The hardware and building material

trade has also been fair.
The brick yards in the vicinity,

while not having done as large a busi¬
ness as during some previous years, the
general depression in busiuess having
had the effect of restricting building
operations, have done fairly well.
Tbe clothing, bat and shoe dealers

report a fair business, considering tbe
"dullness of times."
The jewelers, who. it would be sup

posed, would be most affected by dull
times, have managed to do quite a

good business. The jewelry stores of
the city are quite handsome and are

kept stocked with the prettiest and
latest novelties.
The liquor trade, both wholesale and

retail, has been fair, the dealers in this
city supplying quite a large territory
with fine wines and liquors.
Next to reading it in the Gazette

the easiest way to ascertain the growth
of business of the city is to visit the
railroad depots and wharves. At the
depots every day whole train loads of
merchandise of every conceivable, de¬
scription arrive here, while other trains
are made up and sent off filled with
goods shipped by Alexandria mer¬

chants. The various steamboat lines,
too, bring to and carry from this city
very heavy freights, and the business
of both the railroads and steamers is in¬
creasing annually. This is conclusive
proof of the city's business growth.
Alexandria's railroad and steamboat

facilities have frequently been referred
to in the Gazette. Situated on a large
river, with deep water, vessels of the
largest size can reach her wharves, ami
regular lines of fast and handsome
.steamers now run to and from this
port and connect the city with Nor¬
folk, Philadelphia, New York, Balti¬
more, Boston, Providence, &c., while
several fine steamers run regularly be¬
tween here and the bay, bringing the

products of tbe country on both side3
of the river to this market and carryiug
back tbe goods of the merchants and
the manfacturers. Tbe railroad facili¬
ties are unequalled and lines extendiu«
in every direction center here. These
are the Virginia Midland, the Wash¬
ington and Ohio, the Washington
Southern, the Chesapeake and Ohio,
t he Manassas, and the Baltimore and
Ohio, which, with their connections,
bring Alexandria into direct communi¬
cation with every section of the coun¬

try. Tbe importance of Alexandria
from a railroad standpoint was recently
show by tbe purchase by the Baltimore
aud Ohio Company of a desirable piece
of property directly on the water front,
and on which it is proposed at an early
date to erect a depot and freight build¬
ings.
With such facts, and many others

which could be cited, it will be seen
that Alexandria will enter upon tbe
new year with much to encourage, and
with the prospect of a beginning at
least of the rise of its commercial im¬
portance, which has been so long look¬
ed for.

BUILDING IN ALEXANDRIA.
Though there has been a slight re¬

tarding of building iu Alexandria dur¬
ing the closing year, in cousequence of
the uncertainty which has prevailed
throughout the country during the past
eighteen months, we have hut little to
complain of in that line.- Seventy-nine
new houses have been added to the city
during the year, coitiug $100,000, and
about $25,000 snent in repairing houses
which had been previously erected.
But the most noticeable feature is the
growth just outside the city's limits
where houses enough to form small
towns have sprung up during the year.
The tracts of ground to tbe northwest
of the city are becoming thickly dotted
with houses and the building of as

many more is contemplated at the
opening of spring. -The electric rail¬
way, which has bad several miles of its
Washington extension built, now passes
through thickly settled sections after
leaving this city, and along its entire
line from the corporation limits houses
will be built and occupied before the
close of tbe coming year. Tbe growth
of Alexandria, as has been stated be-
fo/e, is gradual and healthy, and there
is not a street nor a section of her
suburbs in which improvements are
not under way. In a walk through the
city, and especially along the out¬
skirts, the truth will strike any
observer. The city is expanding, of
course, more to tbe north, and as hf»s
longhceu foreseen, the time will come
when^Alexaudtia proper will be stretch¬
ed to Four-mile run. Water mains and
electric lights have already been ex¬
tended almost to that point, while the
electric railway cars run within a short
distance of it.

NOTES OF INTEREST.
Tin1, business of the city postollice shows a

considerable increase over that of hist yosr.
No failures of consequence occurred among

our merchants dnring the year, which of it
eo'f notes a sound condition of affairs
The numher of deeds rocorded by the

Clerk of the Corporation Court during the
year w:is i>'2'', rs against 785 last year.
The dog population is on the decrease this

year, but 008 being licensed, as against 702
iu 1893. The tax this year was raised from
$1 to §2.
During the year the police made 1,900 ar-

'e-ts, as against 2,043 last year. The num-
r .->f lodgers accommodated* at the station
iU3o was 1,895, as against 1,1U9 last year.
The total amount of Hour inspected during

the year was 28.183 barrels, as against 28,-
171 la :t year. Thisdo'S not include all the
tlour sold here, as much which is received is
sold without inspection.
Tho chain gang expenses this year were,

for hoard $1,453.50. clothing $141.35; total
$1,599.85. In 3893 tho expenses wore
$1,448 79. in 1S92 $1,092 aud in 1891
$614, an increase each yoar.
The Telephone Exchange manager reports

an increase of 10 subscribers, who now num¬
her 112. During the past few weeks a part
of the line has been repaired and in the spring
the whole line will be reconstructed.
The approximate sales at the U. S. internal

revenue office of beer and cigar stamps for
tho year were: Beer $56,000, cigars $5,200,
and the amount eol'ected on whisky and
brandy is ahout $50,000, about tho same lig-

'-y^ma ¦. .f ., _
The Clerk of tho Corporation Court during

tho year issuod 111 marriage licenses. 64 to
white and 47 to colored pereons. Last year
124 were issuod. Of course this does not in¬
clude tho Alexandrians who went to Wash¬
ington to bo married.
During the year the number of persons

fent to jail was 451, of which 130 were

white and 315 colored. Of theso 10 were

colored and 2 white women. This also in¬
cludes 2 ü. S. prisouerj. Tho number cf
prisoners last year was 385.
Tho deposits nndc by Mayor Strauss for

licenses collected by him since June 1 last,
the beginning of the fiscal year, amount to
$9,273:78. During tho same period in 1^!).'5
the amount was $9,28123. The fines dur¬
ing the calendar war 1 8!>3 were $3,404.35.
this year $2,808.20.
There arc 97 electric lights in the city. 5

more than last year. The cost of operating
the works and lighting the city, that is for
labor, material, etc., in lHf)4 was $6,864.29,
in 1893 $0,750, in 1892 $5,450. The
city receives $725 for lent of lights at the
railroad yard3and depo's.
During the year the commissionars of the

sinking fund destroyed $111,800 corpora¬
tion bonds, which repiesented the purchases
of fifteen vears.§15.000 bonds issued 1872
and $90.800 issue of 1879. Ten years ago
corporation 3 per cent, londs could be pur¬
chased for 58^. To day they cannot bs had
for 82.
There are fifteen building associations in

tho city, aud. beside, a numher of loan asso¬
ciations do business here. These have ma.'
tcrially aided a number of citizeus to build
homes for themselves, but as building has
been slow during the year the associations
have not done so well as during previous
years
In tho Corporation Court there were 27

chancery suiis instituted. 78 common law
suit?, 19 wills admitted to probate 28 admi: -

istrations granted and 59 charters. Last year
34 charters wero granted. In tho Circuit
Court for the City a* common law and 5
chancery suits wero entered and 5 charters
granted.
During this year's session the clerk of the

city School Board has issued 2,306 permits
to children to attend the public schools, 093
to white boys, 615 to white girls, 476 to col¬
ored boys and 522 to colored girls. Last year
2,217 permits were issued, which shows an
increase of 89. The attendance of pupils at
the private schools also shows an increase
this year.
The Custom House officers report the total

value of imports for the year as $5,704.50,
as against $6,350 latt yean number of ves¬
sels built in üie district of Alexandria 8, as
against 3 last year; number of vessels sailingunder documents issued at thi3 port 115, as
against 106 last year, and total tonDaje5,879.55, as against 4901 last year.
Tho amount of insurance paid for fire

lo-ses within the < ity limits dnring the year
was $5,121.48, as against $7,020 22 last
year. Nearly $1,000,000 worth of property is
injured in this city. The greatest single ices
was caused by the burning of Fawcett's row
of frame houses aa south Alfred street There
have been comparatively few fires during the
year, and these were well managed by our
efficient fire depaitmcnt.
Foot hundred and thirty.two burial per¬mits for persons who died in Üie city wore is»

sued during the year, exactlv the same num¬
ber as in 1893, which 13 32 le^sthan in 1892.
Of this number 9 died at the Alms House.

The wlrtes were males 113, females 120. to-
Uil whites 233; colored males 97. females
102, total colored 3 99: increase 16 in whites.
decrease 16 in colored. The remains of 33
persons who die I in tho city were sent else¬
where for intermeur, and 95 bodies were

brought here for burial, of which uumber -Iii
died in tbo District of Columbia.
During the year permits for the erection of

49 frame and 30 brick houses were is-ued, a
to.al of 79. Frames in the 1st ward 10,
cost $6.100; 2d ward 3, cost S1.150; 3d
ward 10, cost $9,550; 4th ward 'JO. cost $7,-
650; bricks in the 1st: ward 7, cost $6,850;21 ward 3. cost $3.100; 3d ward 10, cost
$17,300; 4th ward 10. cost $19,000; totd
$71,700, which represents only about two.
thirds of the value. The number of permits
issued last yeir was 125, SI frames and 1!
bricks at an estimate! cost n'?ll 1,3 ~><\ Tbc
dull times show their efl'ecr, on tue building
interests, but a large increase in tho uumber
of buildings is predicted for next year.
The number of runs and the actual time of

service of the fire department during the
year, as furnished by Engineer Wood, was:

January, 7 rurs with 30 minutes' service:
Kelnuary, 5 runs with 35 minutes' servic e:

March, 3 false alarms; April, 2 runs with 1
hour and 20 minutes' ser ice; May, 1 slieht
fire but no service: June, 5 runs with 30 min¬
utes'service: July 5 runs with 1 hour and
40 minutes'service: August. 3 rues with 15
minutes' service; September. 1 run with 15
minutes' sei vice; October. 5 runs with I hour
aud 25 minutes' service; November 3 runs
with 10 minute'' service; December, 1 runs
with 15 minutes' service. Total runs 44, ac¬
tual time of service 9 hours and 55 minutes
The Clerk of the Gas Works report* that

there are now 91(> private gas consumers, an

increase of 22 over last year. During the
year 3 L new services wen: put in buildings
and 14 old ones renewed. There have h i n
duriug the past four ve.irs 156 dwellings fur¬
nished with gas,40in 189l,334o 1892.52 in
1893 and 31 in 1894. During the year 907
feet of service pipe and SOU feet ot main
pipo were laid and 31 meters furnished
Duriug che past four years there have; been
5.312 feet of service pipe laid. 111 me ets
furnished and (with 2.500 feet now being
laid in the noitbwestern part of the city)
11,500 feet of main pipe laid. This consti
tutcs new construction ontirely, no renewal
work, such as new service, renewal mains or
where new meters take the place of old oues

being included.
There are now 2,490 takers of water in

the city, an increase of 88 duriug tho year.
The mnius of the Water ComiKiny have been
extended on eight si[oares within tho city
limits during the year as follows viz.: South
Fairfax street from Wilkes to Franklin, Prin¬
cess street from West to Poyton, Peyton street
frim Princess to Oronoco, Henry street from
King to Queea, St. Asaph street from Gibbon
to Franklin, Cameron s;roct from Payne to
West. In addition to the above tho pipo line
of the Suburban Water Company was laid
from the corner of Princess and Payne streets
to the Gentlemen's Driving Park, and the
Cameron water convoyed about one mile into
Alesaudria county. The introduction of this
water supply will enhance the value of all
property on tbe line of tho pipe. Two par¬
ti: s have alTeady tapped the pipo and others
are contemplating doing the same. The
drought of tbe past summer was a severe test
of the adequacy of the water supply from
Cameron run, but by judicious management
the city was kept suppled. Five new Ore
nlug^s wcro erected during the year as follows:
Corner of Fairfax and Franklin streets, cor¬
ner of West and Oronoco streets, corner of
Poyton and <>ronoeo streets, corner of St.
Asaph and Franklin streets and corner of
Cameron and West streets.
Turing the past year the GAZETTE has had

no cause to complain. Its circulation has
been increased, as has also its advertising pa¬
tronage, while tho prospects for a further
augmenting of its business are good. In cor-
tiuues to furnish the latest local, telegraphic
a id general news.

THE LEXOW COMMITTEE.
In New York at 8:50 o'clock Salur-

day night the Lcxow committee ad¬
journed.
Superintendent Thomas Byrnes was

the last witness before the commit! ee.
At the conclusion of hi.- examination
the investigation of the police depart¬
ment was euded.
Just as he was through answering

Mr. Goff's questions Superintendent
Byrnes handed a letter to Chairman
Lexow and said it was a copy of one
he. had sent to Mayor-elect StroDg uarly
this month. It was his resignation
from the force, of which he has been a
member ior the last 32 years.
The Superintendent said that on two

occasions since be was appointed in
Superintendent Murray's place he had
been on the point of resigning, owing
to t! e continual conflict between the
ooniraipsiouers and himself. "I feel
ussu ed," said he, "that the com¬
missioners wanted to get rid of me, and
I wanted to retire, but I refrained from
i seilte of Ü^v to Jhe citizens of New
York. The views ofthe commissioners
do not agree with mine." He said tie
had waited, hoping that something
would turn up, and it turned up last
election day. He admitted that the
present condition of the police depart¬
ment is bad, and that it is practically
impossible to better it under tho exist¬
ing form of organization. He gave
instances of alleged interference b\* the
commissioners with bis attempts to
enforce the laws and said that Presi¬
dent Martin had said "what was not
true,*'if he swore (as be did) that tbe
Superintendent invited the commission¬
er to address the police captains in that
notable meeting for instructions on tbe
Sunday preceding the election of 1892.
The Superintendent, he said, should
have absolute charge of the discipline
of the department, but that all his
efforts in that direction were frustrated
by the commissioners. The depart¬
ment was honeycombed with abuses,
which had been growing for 30 years,
and they could only be remedied by
radical legislation.
Local politicians, he claimed, were

the curse of the department, and as
long as politics was a factor in the force
such a state of things would exist. Al¬
though he did his" utmost to procuresubstantial information as to corruptionand bribery, he was unable to get it,and the whole department was impreg¬
nated with the belief that promotionhad to be bought and and merit was of
no avail. He claimed to have done a
good deal toward helping to bring
about the exposures.
Mr. Byrnes paid a tribute to Dr. Park-

hurst, who, he said, manufactured pub¬lic sentiment, without which it would
have been impossible for tbe cemmittee
to have acquired tbe information it did.
He declared however that even with¬

out the intervention of Dr. Parkburst
and his society or the Lexow committee,
he himself would have collected by this
time fully three-fifths of the evidence of
police corinption that now stands pub¬licly recorded.
Concerning his personal affairs he de¬

clared that his wealth amounts to $350-
000, and defied any one to show that
he had come by one dollar of it dishon¬
estly.
He mentioned resl estate and ia-

provements he owned, which cost him
$292,000, and which isin his wife's
name, and said that aside from a vun-
cular inheritance of $4200, his fortune
had been laid by an investment madefor him by Commodore VantVbilt andbuilded to its present proportions byinvestments made for him by Jay andGeorge Gould, for all of whom he haddone favors.
His purchases of real estate were also

very profitable and he claimed uot tohove a bank account.
Mayor-elect Strong declin e to &jy

wbal actio i h-i would take in relation
to Superintendent Byrnes'« letter, of-
faring his resignation. The Superin-
ti-mlent packed up his private papers at
police headquarters yesterday.

In police circles the universal impres-
«iou is that Mr. Byrnes will be at the

j head of tbe re-organized police force.
Tbe question has been raised as to
whether or not the police board would
retire Mr. Brynes iu the event that
Mayor-elect Strong should decide to
forward his application to the commis¬
sioners. The hoard has refused to re-
lire able-bodied oilieers. Under the
twenty year law Mr. Byrnes is entith d
to a pension of $3,000 perannum." It is
believed there will be no change in the
beads of the department until May 1st.
i-
j Mr. Charles W. Butten died on Sat¬
urday at bis country residence in A;>-
pomattox. He was iu his seventy-third
year. Mr. Button was for :i long time
proprietor and editor of the Lynchbur \
] 'irginiän, aud was well-known though
out the Srate. Daring Presiden
Cleveland's iirst administration he was

appointed postmaster of Lynchbure,
but the Senate refused to confirm the
appoiutment. owing to the strenerous
opposition of Gen. Mahone.
The "Dixie Hummer," which left Chicago

Saturday morning for Atlanta covered the
733 miles in lli tours aud 15 minutes, an

uVdrage of 45 miles an hour. Many a piec
of track was covered at tho wtj of70 mile)
an hour.

MONETARY AND COMMERCIAL.
Bm.timobe. Dec. 31..Virginia centurj

O0's.
Wholesale Prices in Alexandria

Flour Eitra. 2 10 a 2 05
Family. 2 75 a 2 90
Fancy brands. 3 20 a .'! 75

Wheat,lohgberry. 05ti a 0 59
Fultz. 0 55 a 0 5S
Mixed. 0.")."> a 05S
Fair.,. 0 52 a 0 5«
Dam]> and tough. 0 52 a <1 ¦">!

Corn, while . O 15 a 0-lti
Yellow. 0 45 a <>

Corn Meal. 0 46 n Ü I-
Rye. 0 50 a 0 54
Oats, mixed . 0 3t> a <> 7
White. 0 37 a 0 39

Butter, Virginia, packed.. 018 a 0:
Choice Virginia. 0 20 a 0 22
Common to middling... 0 11 a 0 15

Eggs. 0 22 a 0 23
Western, hind quarters. 0 <> a O 7

Foro quarters. 0 3 a O 4\
Turkeys, live per lb. 0 8 a o !)

Dressed, drawn. (»11 a Oh!
Live Chickens (hens). <» 6 a 0 7
Dressed Chickens, per lb.. OK» a oil
Veal Calves. OlaU .M
Lambs, spring. O 2* a O -":
Dressed Hogs. 0 5J a 0 61
Irish Potatoes, Va. 0 60 a 0 75
Sweet Potatoes.-bb!. 17) a 2 CO
Onions, per bushel. GOO a <) 5
Apples. 2 00 a 3 <x>

Dried Peaches, peeled. 0 7 a 0 8
Unpeeled. 0 3 a 0 .! |

Dried Cherries. 0 8 a 0 10}
Dried Apples. 0 4a 05
Bacon, country hams. 0 12.' a 013

Best sugar-cured hams. 0 10; a
Butchers' hams. 0 10J a 0 KM
Breakfast Bacon. 0 9j a 010
Sugar-cured shoulders. 0 7! a 0 71
Bulk shoulders. 0 6j a 0 7

In M <"k)
' IÜOO

.1 50
5 50
:\ 25

Long clear side*. 0 7 a () 7-
Fat Larks. O 7 a 0 7
Bellies. O 7» a 0 7.
Smoked shoulders. 0 7 ;< <> 7
Smoked sides. 0 8 n 0 S

Lard. I) 5j a 0 -

Smoked Beöf. 0 13 a <1

Sugats.Brown. <) "'! a " :.
OffA. 0 4a Ü 4i
Couf. standard A. 0 4i ;l 0 I:
Granulated. 4.22 a <» 1:

Coffees.Rio. 017i a 0 21
LaGauyra. 018 a 0 20
Java. JA^N h

Molasses B. S.2 n 01
B C. O 17 a 0
Now Orleans. O 20 « 0 46
Portoitico.p 18 a 0

Sugar Synips. 0 12$ a 025
Herring, Eastern per hht.... 4 00 h '¦¦¦<

Potomac No.1. 2 50 u j 75
Potomac family roe. 4 00 ; 4 25
Do. half barrel. 150 i: "J 25

Potomcc Shad...,. 8 00 .- 10 00
Mackerel, small, per hid. 12 0O n 13 (-0

No 3 medium. 12 00 a 13 < 0
No. 3 largefat. 13 00
No.2. 15 00

Plaster, ground, per ton. 1 00
Ground in Lags. 5 00
Lump. 3 Of)

Clover Seed. (J 001 a U 25
Timothy. 2751 a 3 00

Old process Linseed Meal... 31 001 a -

Salt.G. A. 0 5.-, I
Fino. <)!)."> I

Turk's Island. 1 2'I
.Wool.long, unwashed_ o l.'J

vtaatieu -. . 0 '".
.

Merino,unwashed. Oil a ÖJ2
Do.washed. 0 2<» B 021

Sumac . . O 75 a 0 86
Hay. 12 50 a 14 00

Cut do. 17 00 18 00
Wheat Bran ner ton. 16 0
Brown Middlings. 16 00 a I« 50
White Middlings. 16 50
Cottonseed Meal. 23 00 a 2100
Hulls. 6 50 .. 7 "

Cotton Seed Mixed Feed.... 12 00
Tho wholesale commercial marl

stronger with healthy indicatioi
ture. Floor is of course movinp
always does duringtheholiday seas
is activo and higher; receipts ar<
we quote a range for all sorts ol fro
59, latter for strictly choice longl
is firmer at 45 to 46. Bye 50
37 to 39 iu bulk on cars, last nami
for white. Eggs 19 to 21. Butter IN
Pork, Poultry Dressed B. fan
Produce, and Provisions aTe a fj
Millfeed and Hay are in hotter d

Baltimore. Dec. 31..Flour d
firmer; No 2 red spot and D<
60*60*4; Feb GllH asked : Maj
steamer No 2 red 57a5711:
by sample 59a611,i,; do on grsCorn qniet; mixed spot and rcai 17
Jan 47I4a47JJ»; Feb 48
51*4; steamer mi»cd 46a4<'^
white 47a48';(; do yellow »7
quiet; No 2 white Western ."-
mixed do 35a35J>>. Rye inacti
5734. Hav firm; good t-> ch
$13 00 to §13 50. Prov: »01
and Sugar unchanged.
Chicago Cattle Make]

Local butchers bought a fi
about steady prices, sales rangi
S3.50a4.25, but trade was
scale. In Hogs the market r

strong at öalOc advance. 6
heavy hogs at $4.65. and mos
grade went at $4 50a 1.0!). Fair
weights fold at S4.10a4.3 :.'
sorts up to $4 40. tight *
balow $4 were of inferior qua
market was aimost at aatai
could be disposed of ex- pt
a25c. Most of the fair tog
stock went at 82.50a.-; and
around $$. There were i
sale, but nono sold above 8
of fair to good lambs rangi
and thin, light Iambs aroun f- _.

CHRISTMAS GOODS
CHRISTMi

B.H. JENKINS.
Corner of Fairfax and !»

Hrs eve-ytbingin the way
SUBöTANTIALS an

A fine SALTED or;SMOKED B
own curing, is a tempting adjun
mas dinner. He has the best that can

His'brand of PRESERVE'
up by himself in gla;s, and eai
but intact, would take the r. ,

Alargc»'cckof aU sorts of othi n -

FRUITS snd VEGETABLES.
All-pork SAUSAGE and finely

PUDDINGS, a'l of his own make. .,T
Everything in the GROCEBi'

line, and all sold as cheap as the chca]
decl7 tjaul


